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An occasional look at groups of people within the Eastern Suburbs
THIS WEEK: HAM RADIO ENTHUSIASTS

Lo-Ti adventurers

Jennifer Bennett

OMNCE upon a time, it would have been
tempting to start this story with a joke
about people who spend too much time
inside, finkering with computers.
It's now pretty clear, however, that
the geeks have inherited the Earth,
and that youngsters like Daniel
Rosenstein will probably be mulri-
billionaires in about 20 years.
While other 10-year-clds spend
their free tiine on computer games
anil scooters, Daniel has just got his
entry-level ham radio licence. A few
weeks ago he spoke (o astronauts or-
biting the planet on the International
Space Station, and now hopes tomake
rew friends around the world.
Daniel was encouraged to get his
licence by the other members of the
Waverley Amarteur Radio Society,
which operates out of Rose Bay. He
started going to meetings with his fa-
ther, Mark, a long-time enthusiast.
“My father encouraged me because
it looks very cool and some of my
fiiends at the radio club were ask-
ing me o get a licence so we could
speak on the radio,” Daniel said. “It's
just the thought of talking around the
world and talking to new people”
While “ham™ was ariginally a derog-
atory term for operators on telegraph
lines in the 1920s, these days it refers
taa group of hobbydsts with serious
technological skills
Hams tmild their own antennae, put
together radio systems, and chat to
other hams, be they in the next room
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Raffy Shammay of the Waverley Amateur Radio Society (and you didn't

think there was ane, did you?).

or on the other side of the planet.

“Onthe surface it's talking by radio
to other radio amatewrs around the
world, with nothing intervening be-
tween vou and them except the atimos-
phere,” the society's treasiner, Raffy
Shammay, said. “But there’s a lot of
technical experimentation: seeing
what works and what doesn’t, When
the propagation is favourable, that's
a whele art in itself - that’s namre
helping you along to communicate
berwesn here and Russia on half a
watt of energy with no wires.”

The club’s members come firom all
walks of life and include vets, doctors,
accountants, artists, actors and, un-
surprisingly, computer geaks,

“My wife and one of my sons are
hams, " Mr Shammay sakd.

- Travelling with aradio is
excellent; you always have
instant friends — rafy shammay

“We have an awful ot of fun”

The clubis now celebrating its 20th
anniversary, and recently got perimis-
sion from NASA to make contact with
the Internatican] Space Station. A 10-
minute window of talk-time was avail-
able while the station passed 400Km
overhead, so the club drew lots to see
who would get to talk. Daniel was
among the winners,

“[ asked aquestion about, *Was space
different to what yvou expectad’. [The
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astronait] said, “No, not really. For my
whale life [ just looked up at the sky and
wanted togo into space’,” Daniel said.

The proupgot about five questionsin,
“and then they started disappearing
over the horizon,” said Mr Shammay.
*“We were on a high for a week."

Mr Shammay discovered ham ra-
dicas a student ar the University of
NSW, where a friend showed hima
radio antenna he'd set up on top of
the electrical engineering building.
Since then he's met people around
the world and off (the recent contact
with the Space Station was his third )
and he said the hobby had led to some
AMAZING eXperiences,

“My best experience was going
down a funicula in Norway, putting
out aradio call and getting an imme-

A'DAD AND SON® THING TO DO: Daniel and Mark Rosenstein.

Phaotos: TiM CLAPIN

diate call back from three Norweglans
offering to take me to lunch,™ he said.
“Travelling with a radio is excellent:
you always hawe instant friends.”

For Mark and Daniel Rosenstein, it's
a father-son experience like no other,

“T think together we might dosoime
projects, like we might build anten-
nas,” Mark said, “We strung a piece
of wire between two buildings and
immediately spoke 1o Japan.”

And does the rest of the family get
into it? “No. My daughter prefers
horses, dancing and singing,” Mr
Rosenstein said.

A e e —
Anyone interested in joining the

Waverley Amateur Radio Society

should visit the club website

www . vk2bv.org, for more details.



